RE: A letier of concem... = Yalioo Mail -

RE: A letter of concern...

@ Phil Johnson Mar 24 at 11:11 AM
To:

Dear-

Thanks for your email. The elders of GCC are not likely to issue a public statement on the David Gray case. Here’s why:

Objective viewers who examine the facts on record without prejudice should be able to see that this case is complex, and there’s more to the story of
this couple’s marital strife and their interaction with counselors than the evidence contained in public court records. The main exculpatory facts in this
case pertain to things that were said in the privacy of confidential pastoral counseling—in sessions Mrs. Gray herself requested when she was saying
she wanted to seek reconciliation with her husband.

In other words, recently-published stories about the case are missing vital details. In almost every counseling or discipline case, statements are made
and issues arise that cannot and should not be made public. Counselors promise confidentiality. Having made that promise, the elders of Grace Church
intend to honor it, even if it is to their own hurt (Psalm 15:4). They are not going to breach the bounds of propriety or fuel the tabloid appeal of this story
by feeding details from private counseling sessions into the press or social media.

It is also the elders’ position that noisy, angry, sideline critics who have already judged the matter do not need to be answered (Proverbs 26:4; see also
Proverbs 17:4). The chief gossip-mongers who are fueling this story have already violated every biblical principle that governs how matters like this
should be dealt with. A case such as this cannot fairly be re-litigated twenty years after the fact—especially on social media or other online forums. Given
the way all the recent narratives have been slanted and the timelines deliberately compacted, it is clear that those most aggressively pushing this story
are not genuinely interested in truth anyway.

Those who personally know and trust the leadership at Grace Community Church do stand with John MacArthur and the elders. Our encouragement for
people on all sides is to pray for everyone involved in this case. Pray also that the Word of the Lord will continue to spread. And pray that Christ will be
glorified (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

Phil Johnson

28001 Harrison Pkwy.
Valencia, CA 91355
http://www.gty.org/
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