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Chesterfield, Virginia; January 13, 2023 -While it is clear that Delegate Tim Anderson wants to continue the
public debate over the way the Chesterfield Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office handled the case of Commonwealth
v. John Blanchard in 2022, moral outrage is no substitute for evidence, and this office stands by its decision to nolle
prosequi the case. The decision was based solely upon the law, the facts of the case, and the professional experience
and ethical duties of the prosecutors. Any assertion to the contrary is offensive to every prosecutor in this office and
is patently false.

This office prosecuted over 10,000 cases in 2022, so it is inevitable that our office and the Chesterfield Police
Department will occasionally disagree on the strengths and weaknesses of individual cases. However, my staff and I
take great pride in always discussing those disagreements privately and not allowing them to affect our working
relationship. While it is the responsibility of the Chesterfield Police Department to investigate cases, it is the
responsibility of the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office to determine whether there is an appropriate avenue for
successful prosecution.

The Chesterfield Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office takes great exception to the attempted politicization of this case
by Del. Anderson. Any claim that this office is using the Defendant’s Petition for Expungement to “silence any
political opponents from using published police records” is unwarranted and without merit. Contrary to Del.
Anderson’s assertion, there exists no “political advantage” for the Commonwealth’s Attorney in this or any other
expungement process. Every Petition for Expungement received by this office is evaluated and processed pursuant to
the law, as was this petition. This office is not motivated by politics. Our only motivation is ensuring public safety
while upholding the Constitution of the United States.

About Commonwealth’s Attorney Stacey Davenport:

Elected in 2019, Stacey Davenport leads a staff of more than 30 attorneys prosecuting cases in Chesterfield, a county
of over 350,000 Virginia residents. A graduate of Wake Forest University and the University of Richmond School of
Law, Davenport has more than 20 years of experience in criminal law, with extensive expertise in prosecuting cases
of violent crimes.
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